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Incarceration and Daily Life

Framed by the broad theme of social justice, the 2016–2017 Carnegie Semi-
nar has solicited the participation of faculty and staff interested in designing 
pedagogical research projects that examine the question of mass incarceration, 
its causes and destabilizing consequences. As described by John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice President Jeremy Travis in his Opening Sessions address 
to the LaGuardia community on 3 March 2016, the US prison population 
has exploded since 1980. “Historically unprecedented and internationally 
unique,” the staggering increase in US incarceration over the last three decades 
has underscored wide disparities in race and education. Reaching into all levels 
of society and manifested in all forms of daily life, these inequities affect all 
citizens inside or outside of the carceral system. 

Lines of Inquiry
For educators, the social, moral, and aesthetic implications and expressions 
of social inequities cross disciplines, integrating disciplinary fields and encom-
passing LaGuardia’s Core Competencies and Communication Abilities. In the 
preparation of publishable papers, and in addition to all other seminar require-
ments, participants commit to three seminar presentations of their evolving 
qualitative research about the effects of mass incarceration upon our society 
and communities. Below are examples of possible lines of Carnegie Scholarship 
of Teaching and Learning investigation and research:

• Educational inequality; 
• Personal experiences of formerly incarcerated students;
• Employment; legal and illegal underground economies;
• Race and social theory; the effects of harsh penal policies on Black and 

Hispanic men;
• Housing, public and private; segregated housing; the urban housing market;
• Environmental hazards of low-income housing;
• Single-women and eviction; 
• Children at high and often invisible risk;
• Parent-child bonds; intimacy, love, friendship, and family relations;
• Violence; mental and physical health; drug abuse, drug rehabilitation, and 

drug laws;
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• Policing; public safety; policing and citizen relations;
• Race and poverty gaps;
• Democratic participation;
• Representations of carceral life in literature, film, music, and philosophy;
• Experiences and designs of private and public space;
• Theories of freedom and enslavement; liberty and security; and private and 

public life;
• And other. 

The Carnegie Seminar offers participants the dedicated time, space, and critical 
feedback necessary to pursue these lines inquiry and produce papers suitable for 
internal and external publication. Seminar participants commit to contributing 
their findings to In Transit, LaGuardia’s in-house journal, which serves as a 
staging ground for work to be further revised and submitted for external pub-
lication. In the 2016-2017 session of the Carnegie Seminar, participants will:

• Explore relevant research on causes and consequences of mass incarceration 
or any of the above themes; 

• Identify teaching and learning opportunities that engage disciplinary and 
competency-based objectives related to seminar themes of social justice in 
general and mass incarceration in particular;

• Clarify a research question that engages seminar themes; 
• Explore research approaches, world-view, and method;
• Design and implement a relevant theme-based classroom intervention;
• Draft and revise a publishable paper on issues related to disciplinary, 

competency-based, and qualitative SoTL research along themes relevant 
to the 2016–2017 Carnegie Seminar;

• Commit to peer accountability, and immediate and productive feedback on 
drafts of papers;

• Contribute to a motivated, positive, and focused environment; and
• Commit to attend all seminars and institutes. 

In Transit, v. 8, Fall 2017, Michele Piso, editor. We welcome your questions 
and interest. 

Heed every call that excites your spirit. 

Rumi




