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Call for Papers, In Transit, V7, 2015–16
The Call for Papers for In Transit, V7, 2015–16 will be formally 
posted in June 2014. Information will include process, proposal and 
manuscript format, length, and deadlines. At this time, we invite you to 
consider submitting a SoTL proposal that addresses themes on reading 
or the first year experience listed below:  

Theme One: Ways of Reading across Disciplines
How do we interpret, evaluate, and remember texts? 
We invite writers to identify distinct and effective strategies that 
strengthen students’ abilities to distinguish the values, reasons, and 
conventions appropriate to reading diverse forms of text: philosophy, 
poetry, history, science, accounting, etc. Topics may include, but are not 
limited to, the following:

Reading Purposefully 
o Distinguishing arguments, identifying diverse forms of evidence, 

asking appropriate and provocative questions of the text; devel-
oping reciprocity between writer and reader

Reading on the Run
o Where, what, when, and how do our busy and exhausted stu-

dents read? In what formats? Does reading short Internet pieces 
make us stupid? 

Reading Required: Coverage vs Uncoverage
o Which texts must students read, how much, and why? Across 

the disciplines, is reading consistently assigned? Are assigned 
readings effectively utilized in class? 

Strategies for Skilled and Marginal Readers 
o Differences in prior exposure and experiences in decoding, sum-

marizing, reflecting
Reading, Faculty Frustration, and the Assumed Benefits of Reading 
o Did anyone even read the assignment? Are our assumptions and 

expectations out of synch with students’ – and the culture’s – 
reading experiences and behaviors? 

Reading Metaphor
o Locating and living with ambiguity and multiple meanings
Reading the Arts
o Music, film, painting….
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Theme Two: Ways of Engaging and Retaining First Semester Students
In Transit, V7 will solicit explorations of the academic, personal, and 
social experiences of students making the transition into their first semes-
ter in college. Proposals will emphasize comprehensive and intentional 
approaches to teaching and learning in the first year; proposals may 
include, but are not limited to, the following themes:

A Whole College Approach to First Year Success 
o Aligning Student Affairs and Academic Affairs
o Defining the roles of faculty, peers, and staff in student success: 

institutional programs and resources that enhance the first-year 
experience

Designing the FYS pedagogy and curricular/co-curricular learning 
strategies for students in Business, Natural Sciences, Health Sciences, 
and Liberal Arts First Year Seminars
o Faculty reflections on personal transformation: exploring differ-

ences between disciplinary teaching and teaching the First Year 
Seminar. What have faculty learned?

Defining Success in the First Year 
o Dispositions and expectations that promote retention and whole-

student development
Pedagogy and the First Year Competencies 
o Inquiry/problem solving, integration, and global consciousness in 

the classroom
Partnering with First Year Peer Mentors
o Can positive peer mentor/student relationships support motivation 

and self-sufficiency?
Mindful Pedagogy for Specific Populations (i.e., first generation, adult 
learners and transfer students, the under- and misrepresented, etc.)
o Understanding students’ needs, assumptions, cultural values 
Advisement and Educational Planning
o Exploring academic, professional, and personal goals and 

decision-making 
Assessing First Year Programs and Strategies
o Measuring the effect of the FYS on students, faculty, and staff

Inquiries: Michele Piso, CTL (mpiso@lagcc.cuny.edu, 718-482-5483)




