
About the LaGuardia Center  
for Teaching and Learning

r
The LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) offers faculty-
led programs designed to promote innovative teaching, deepen stu-
dent learning, and advance the scholarship of teaching and learning. 
Founded in fall 2001 to support professional collaboration, reflection, 
and exchange, the Center draws upon the expertise of the entire col-
lege community to better serve students. The Center helps the college 
face exciting educational challenges and opportunities, among them 
the questions raised by new educational technologies, issues of inter-
disciplinary literacy, and strategies for addressing the rich and growing 
diversity of our student community. 

Working with Center staff, faculty develop and lead a wide range 
of programs that catalyze transformation throughout LaGuardia, 
focusing on creative pedagogy and effective integration of new media. 
More than half of LaGuardia’s full-time academic faculty are engaged 
in Center programs, as are growing numbers of adjuncts and Continu-
ing Education faculty. The Center supports and coordinates these pro-
grams, assisting faculty efforts to connect to each other and to broader 
national conversations taking place in venues ranging from discipline-
based professional associations to the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching and Learning, the League for Innovation 
in the Community College, and the Association of American Colleges 
and Universities.

For more information about the LaGuardia Center for Teaching 
and Learning, please visit http://www.lagcc.cuny.edu/ctl.
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The LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning 
Professional Development Seminars 2010–11

Carnegie Seminar on the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
In an interdisciplinary and collaborative professional community, LaGuardia faculty 
engage in systematic inquiry into their own practice, documenting their work for the 
purposes of research, reflection, and publication. 

Dr. Michele Piso, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning, and Professor Sigmund Shen, 
English 

Community 2.0: Teaching and Learning Networks
A digital evolution of the traditional learning community model, Community 2.0 supports 
faculty as they design and implement connections between students that extend both 
horizontally across disciplines and classes, and vertically across credit levels using Web 2.0 
tools. 

Professor Ximena Gallardo, English, Craig Kasprzak, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and 
Learning, and Professor C. Jason Smith, English 

Connected Learning: ePortfolio and Integrative Pedagogy
In conjunction with the College’s move to a new ePortfolio platform in Fall 2010, this 
seminar invites faculty to learn ePortfolio construction in a hands-on environment, so 
that they can in turn utilize this educational tool to help students maximize their learning. 
Areas of emphasis include using ePortfolio to connect students with their faculty, peers, 
and external audiences more meaningfully; to overcome fragmentation in the curriculum; 
and to integrate students’ diverse learning experiences, both inside and outside of the 
classroom. 

Assistant Dean Bret Eynon and Craig Kasprzak, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning, 
Professor Thomas Onorato, Natural Sciences, and Professor Ellen Quish, Adult Learning 
Center 

Core Competency Mini-Seminars 
Through these three cross-disciplinary Mini-Seminars, faculty create and refine 
assignments that help students develop much needed skills and competencies. In the 
Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum Mini-Seminar, faculty explore the cognitive process 
and develop new classroom activities and assignments that help students develop higher 
order thinking, problem-solving, and reasoning abilities. The Oral Communication Across 
the Curriculum Mini-Seminar focuses on developing activities and assignments that address 
students’ oral communication difficulties and advance their proficiency. Similarly, in the 
Quantitative Literacy Across the Curriculum Mini-Seminar, faculty develop strategies to help 
students develop the quantitative literacy skills they need not only for their academic 
studies, but also to help them become informed and involved participants in society.

Professor Sreedevi Ande, Mathematics, Engineering and Computer Science, Professor John 
Chaffee, Humanities, Carolyn Henner Stanchina, and Ros Orgel, LaGuardia Center for 
Teaching and Learning, and Professor Patricia Sokolski, Humanities 
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Cultivating the Hybrid Learning Environment
Offering two interlocking components, Introduction to Hybrid Teaching and Mentoring in the 
Hybrid Classroom, this seminar provides opportunities for faculty to develop course plans and 
activities, explore new technologies for teaching and learning online, and learn from and with 
each other about the benefits and challenges of teaching in hybrid and online environments.

Josephine Corso, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning, Professor Steve Ovadia, 
Library, and Professor Santo Trapani, Business and Technology 

Designed for Learning 2.0
The recent explosion of Web 2.0 digital technologies offers new resources and challenges 
for educators. This seminar offers opportunities for faculty to explore new “social 
web” tools – technologies that draw inherently on collaboration, creativity, and active 
participation – to engage students, deepen their understanding of the disciplines, and 
develop the skills they need as learners and leaders.

Professor Ximena Gallardo, English, Professor Gary Richmond, Humanities, and Priscilla 
Stadler, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning 

ePortfolio and Assessment Mini-Grant Program 
This initiative aims to advance the comprehensive integration of ePortfolio into curricula, 
and to advance the college-wide Periodic Program Review (PPR) process by offering 
departments and academic programs mini-grants in support of faculty development and 
needed curricula revision processes.

Dr. Mercedes del Rosario, Assistant Dean Bret Eynon , and Ros Orgel, LaGuardia Center for 
Teaching and Learning 

Faculty Scholars Publication Workshop
This year-long faculty development seminar is designed to assist faculty in their scholarly 
writing and publication. It seeks to help faculty complete academic writing projects and 
place them in external, peer-reviewed publications. 

Professor Nancy Berke, English, Dr. Michele Piso, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and 
Learning, and Angela Wu, Business and Technology 

Making Connections 
The Making Connections National Resource Center at LaGuardia Community 
College supports systematic exchange across higher education, engaging creative educators 
with issues of inquiry, reflection, and integrative learning. Working with educators from a 
wide range of colleges and universities, Making Connections offers workshops, seminars, 
conferences, consultations, campus visits, and sustained collaborations. This year the 
Center is coordinating two federally-funded projects:.

 • Connect to Learning: ePortfolio, Engagement and Student Success is a 3-year 
FIPSE-funded project coordinated by LaGuardia’s Making Connections National 
Resource Center in partnership with the Association for Authentic, Experiential, and 
Evidence-based Learning (AAEEBL). Dr. Randy Bass of Georgetown University and Dr. 
Helen Chen of Stanford University serve as the project’s senior research scholars. The 
Connect to Learning project works with a dynamic national network of 22 campuses 
– community colleges, private colleges and research universities – to collectively 
engage in a recursive knowledge-generation process. The project focuses ePortfolio on 
reflective pedagogy and student learning, correlating improvement on student success 
measures such as retention with more nuanced assessment of student work using the 
AAC&U’s nationally normed VALUE rubrics.
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• Funded through a 5-year Title V grant, the Making Transfer Connections: 
ePortfolio and Student Success across CUNY program works with two senior 
colleges (Lehman and Queens) and three community colleges (Bronx, LaGuardia, and 
Queensborough) in a partnership designed to facilitate transfer and ensure student 
progress toward the Bachelor’s degree. Under LaGuardia’s leadership, the five CUNY 
colleges employ ePortfolio practice in strengthening three areas pivotal to transfer 
success: instruction, advisement, and assessment. Together, these interrelated efforts 
will address a central goal – building a comprehensive academic pathway toward the 
baccalaureate degree for Hispanic and other minority and low-income students. 

Professor Clarence Chan, Health Sciences, Professor Max Rodriguez, Education and Language 
Acquisition, and Dr. Mercedes Del Rosario, Assistant Dean Bret Eynon, Carolyn Henner 
Stanchina, Jiyeon Lee, Dr. Judit Török, and Mikhail Valentin, LaGuardia Center for Teaching 
and Learning 

New Faculty Colloquium
In this year-long orientation to teaching and learning at LaGuardia, new full-time faculty 
begin to adjust to a new educational setting. They learn from each other and from senior 
colleagues about LaGuardia students, and the various pedagogies found to be effective 
at LaGuardia, and consider some of their options for future growth and development as 
teaching faculty.

Professor Sreedevi Ande, Mathematics, Engineering, and Computer Science, Josephine Corso, 
LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning, and Professor Ana María Hernández, Education 
and Language Acquisition 

Project Quantum Leap
Now in its fourth year, this seminar brings together faculty from mathematics and other 
disciplines to adapt the nationally recognized Project SENCER (Science Education for 
New Civic Engagements and Responsibilities) approach to teaching science and higher-
level mathematics in “compelling contexts” in a new setting and to a new population: 
LaGuardia’s high-risk urban community college students in basic skills mathematics 
classes. Mathematics faculty deepen their understanding of PQL pedagogies and create 
lessons using the themes of environment and global warming, public health, and business 
and finance. 

Professors Prabha Betne, Gordon Crandall, Marina Dedlovskaya, Yasser Hassebo, Rudy 
Meangru, Frank Wang, Dong Wook Won, and Shenglan Yuan, Mathematics, Engineering, 
and Computer Science, Assistant Dean Bret Eynon, Ros Orgel, and Dr. Judit Török, 
LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning 

Re-Thinking the Capstone Experience
Grounded in explorations of models and best practices in capstone education across the 
country, this seminar guides faculty through the processes of constructing, piloting, and re-
visioning capstone courses in their respective disciplines at LaGuardia. Faculty participants 
consider critical questions including how to help students synthesize and reflect upon their 
classroom and extracurricular learning; how best to prepare them for transition to either 
a four-year college or the workplace; what role capstones play in institutional assessment 
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at LaGuardia; and how ePortfolio can help to scaffold capstone pedagogy. The designation 
of Capstone Fellow both recognizes exemplary work in a prior year’s Re-thinking the 
Capstone Experience seminar and signals faculty members’ commitment to further 
experimentation and course redesign at the capstone level.

Professor J. Elizabeth Clark, English, and Assistant Dean Bret Eynon and Craig Kasprzak, 
LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning 

Student Technology Mentors (STMs)
Working in unique student-faculty partnerships that help faculty to design and use 
interactive technologies, STMs benefit from intensive training and support that prepare 
them for success in education and career. 

Ali Abdallah and Josephine Corso, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and Learning 

Teaching the City: Rethinking the Urban Studies Seminar
LaGuardia was one of the first community colleges in the nation with an Urban Studies 
requirement for all students. What does that mean for us now? What does it mean in 
different disciplines and majors? How do we teach our Urban Studies courses? What makes 
them “urban?” What can we do, across the college, to help students connect knowledge of 
the city with disciplinary skills and understandings? In this pilot seminar faculty consider 
these questions as they re-think and re-design Urban Studies courses.

Professor Kristen Gallagher, English and Ros Orgel, LaGuardia Center for Teaching and 
Learning 

The Art of Advising: Learning and Implementing Holistic Advising Skills
This seminar goes beyond traditional definitions of “advising as course selection” to 
address holistic factors critical to successful academic advisement. Specifically, faculty 
members are exposed to topics including similarities between teaching and advising, the 
role of advising in student retention, advising from a multicultural perspective, the use of 
ePortfolio as an advising tool to promote successful transfer, and special advising needs for 
underprepared students and special populations.

Dr. Mitchell Levy and Laura McGowan, Center for Counseling, Advising, and Academic 
Support and Dr. Bernard Polnariev, Accelerated Studies in Associated Program (ASAP)

Writing in the Disciplines (Affiliated Program)
Part of a nation-wide interdisciplinary effort, the year-long Writing in the Disciplines 
seminar supports full- and part-time faculty as they develop and test writing-intensive 
assignments for integration into their courses. Seminars are facilitated by interdisciplinary 
teams of faculty and CUNY Writing Fellows. 

Professors Marian Arkin, Phyllis van Slyck, and James Wilson, English 


